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Norfolk DA Michael W. Morrissey’s held his day-long Peer Leadership 
Conference at Gillette Stadium October 15, kicking off the DA’s 
year-long “Team Rival” challenge to promote healthy choices and 
supportive, strong schools across Norfolk County.

“The safest high school communities are those where the students 
themselves, and peer leaders, are engaged in keeping that school’s 
culture healthy and positive,” District Attorney Morrissey said during 
a break in the day-long October 15 event. “The Peer Leadership Con-
ference is the first of four events throughout the year designed to 
support and educate those peer leaders, to help them become even 
more effective and make their voices even more strong.”

The coming events involve drug and alcohol abuse prevention, pre-
venting distracted driving crashes and building trust and community 
through the “Adventures in Respect” program. The two schools who 
participated in 100% of last year’s slate of events were each awarded 
$1,500 checks during the conference to support prevention efforts at 
their schools – a recognition that will continue next year.

“Two major sources of injury to young people in Norfolk County are 
substance misuse and car crashes – whether due to substances or 
distraction,” DA Morrissey said. “If we can change school cultures in 
those two areas, we will be saving lives while preventing tragedies 
and crimes.”

The conference included a presentation from Joe Halus, of the Hock-
omock Area YMCA. Halus showed a video, followed by a discussion, 
illustrating how snap judgments and initial perceptions can lead in 
the wrong direction. It also shaped how the students see what kind 
of leader they already are, and what kind of leader they can be in 
their communities. 

The day began with the presentation of two county-wide awards. The 
Sam Berns Courage Award for Peer Leadership, named for the Fox-
boro teen who gained international notoriety as he overcame obsta-
cles associated pre-mature aging disease, was awarded to Sharon’s 
Jeremie Glassman. The Haley Cremer Do-Unto-Others Award was 
given to Sharon High’s Stephanie Fine. The award is named for a 
young Sharon woman who lost her life to a negligent driver at age 20 
– not long after earning one of the first “Peer Leadership” awards for 
her work against bullying and distracted driving while at Sharon 
High School. 

Each award was presented by the parents of the award’s namesake.    
“I have to thank Marc and Ivie Cremer, and Sam’s parents Scott Berns 
and Leslie Gordon for being part of the conference,” DA Morrissey 
said. “Their connection to the students in the room, not too different 
in age from the children they have lost, was very powerful.”
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